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Sonny’ Blues Analysis
1. What is meant by the word “blues” in the title what are Sonny’s Blues”
The word blues in the title might be used to provide two meanings. One, it can be used to describe Sonny’s feelings of sadness and unhappiness. Two, it can be used to describe the music genre that comes from the African American community. In other words, the word blues is a play word to describe how Sonny deals with his sadness through music- blues and jazz genre.
2. Why according to the narrator were Sonny and his father estranged
Sonny was like his father in so many ways and that is the reason they always fought. His father witnessed his brother get run down by a bunch of white men on purpose. For this reason, his father suffered deeply and became drawn to alcohol thus withdrawing from his sons. 
3. What is the significance of the scene with the street singers
The scene with the revival singers on the street is significant because it is the turning point of the story. Both Sonny and the narrator are moved by the misc even though the narrator had initially disregarded the singers. The narrator comments that the music “seemed to soothe the poison out of the audience.” This shows how music impacts individuals positively. Sonny also remarks later that the woman who was singing must have suffered deeply to sing so beautifully. This implies that people can use music as a form to escape from their sufferings. From this scene, the relationship of the brothers takes a different turn. It is from this point on the narrator agrees to listen and watch Sonny play. 
4. How would you describe the tone of the ending? What sort of resolution ( if any) does the story or the narrator come to? Does the narrator express optimism/ pessimism?
The tone of the ending of “Sonny’s Blues” is celebratory. The narrator no longer disapproves Sonny’s interest for music. In fact, he realizes that music serves a great purpose in Sonny’s life. Sonny uses music as his escape and to give him solace and comfort from the troubles in the street and his daily sufferings. The narrator has previously despised Sonny’s interest in music thus he had not truly seen how meaningful music was to Sonny’s life and how much it helped him. Eventually upon seeing Sonny play, he not only recognizes how his brother is talented and how music is part of Sonny but he himself find the music calming and soothing. He also finds that music can help him deal with his sufferings as well. 
5. Sonny's Blues is populated by images of darkness and light. Trace a series of these images and discuss how the narrator uses them to create a particular atmosphere and to help tell his story
Throughout the story, the use of darkness and light imagery has been used. Darkness is used to symbolize the challenges and sufferings of the African American community in Harlem at that time. At the beginning in the first paragraph, when the narrator is in a dark subway reading the news about Sonny’s arrest his face is “trapped in the darkness which roared outside.” This theme seems to dominate the rest of the story and the mentions of darkness carry a deeper meaning. Darkness is used to describe the times of fear, hopelessness, sufferings and despair. Another instance of darkness imagery is used when the narrator is meditating on the future of his students. “All they really knew were two darkness, the darkness of their lives, which was now closing in on them, and the darkness of the movies, which had blinded them to that other darkness.” He even thinks that many of his students are using drugs and engaging in crime like his brother Sonny. Two incidents where darkness is used to portray menace is when the narrator remembers what his mother told him about the darkness of the night when his uncle(father’s brother) was killed and the darkness that filled his fathers heart from that incident. The narrator also explains about the darkness that fills the living room in his memory of being a child in a room where only adult conversation was taking place. Darkness is used to describe Sonny’s life. He has engaged in life of crime and use of heroine which makes him estranged with his brother. He uses music as his guide to the light. 
Light is also used throughout the story to symbolize the positives of life and hope. Sonny is turning his life around from the use of drugs and pursuing his love for music. When he leaves the jail, he expects to be treated harshly but instead he is received warmly by Isabel and his nephews. His relationship with his brother is changed for the best at they can finally understand each other. There are instances where light it is described that there is light on people’s faces at the club. The narrator observes that music brings light and hope as he comments that music is “the only light we’ve got in all this darkness.”
6. Explore these different sounds of jazz/blues music. Which song best expresses the theme of Sonny's Blues
"Blues for Alice"- while listening at the song, the beats are fast, and it is only the instrumental that is played with no actual singing. 
“The Weary Blues”- the tune is slow and the singer is doing more of recitation than singing. It feels like while there is a tune in the background he is reciting a poem. The lyrics and the tone feels sad but not depressing to listen to. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]“Am I Blue?”- this song has a slow music tone with some alternating high-low volumes. There is one person singing to the music which adds more flavor to the combination of the musical instruments played. From listening to the song it is clear that it is a sad song but it is sang beautifully such that it is not depressing. 
The Weary Blues best describes the theme in Sonny’s Blue. In the weary Blues, the unnamed narrator describes recalling an evening he sat listening to a man singing the blues in the community of Harlem. The blues music in’ The Weary Blues” and the jazz music in “Sonny’s Blues” provide a soothing effect in human life. Both sonny and the unnamed narrator in the Weary Blues seem to acknowledge the importance and usefulness of music in life. 
Both the weary Blues and Sonny's Blues have a common theme of the soothing effect of  music  in human life. They also communicate the usefulness of music as a mode of communication.
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